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S  ERMON. 


SHE  HATH  DONE  WHAT  SHE  COULD.— Mark  14  :  8. 

Every  true  record  of  a  human  life  has  its  lessons,  either 
of  instruction  or  warning.  Especially  is  the  story  of  a  true 
life  fitted  to  inspire  us  with  noble  purposes  and  to  strengthen 
us  in  cherishing  them. 

Even  glimpses  of  such  a  life  have  their  value  ;  and,  in- 
deed, this  is  all  that  we  can  usually  obtain.  It  is  never 
possible  for  us  to  see  all  that  goes  to  make  up  the  life  of 
any  one  with  all  the  influences  which  formed  it  and  all  the 
causes  of  its  strength  or  weakness  and  all  the  results  it  em- 
bodies. 

"  Man  to  man  was  never  seen." 

Even  inspiration  does  not  attempt  to  give  us  complete 
biographies. 

It  lets  its  light  fall  upon  here  and  there  a  point  in  the  ca- 
reer of  Abraham,  of  Moses,  of  David  and  of  Paul — its  most 
prominent  characters,  but  leaves  much  the  larger  portion  of 
the  life  of  each  of  these  entirely  veiled  from  our  sight. 
These  touches  seem  to  us  to  reveal  character,  but  whether 
from  them  we  gain  a  true  idea  of  the  whole  character  of 
which  they  form  a  part  is  a  matter  of  comparatively  little 
consequence.  Specific  acts  are  set  before  us  as  examples 
or  traits  of  character  for  our  imitation,  and  thus  the  pur- 
pose of  the  inspired  writers  is  answered. 

Thus  it  is  concerning  her  of  whom  the  text  speaks.  Luke 
does  not  even  mention  the  incident  here  referred  to,  for 
though  he  records  one  somewhat  similar,  it  was  performed 
upon  another  occasion  and  by  a  different  person. 


Only  one  of  the  evangelists  gives  her  name,  leaving  this 
act  of  devoted  love  upon  which  our  Lord  bestowed  the 
highest  commendation  to  stand  alone  in  its  simple  beauty 
as  though  the  reputation  of  the  person  performing  it  were 
a  matter  of  little  or  no  moment. 

But  John  tells  us  that  it  was  Mary  the  sister  of  Lazarus, 
one  of  that  family  in  whose  humble  home  Jesus  often 
sought  rest  from  his  labors,  and  in  their  love,  solace  for  the 
cares  and  trials  of  his  earthly  life.  Here  at  a  feast  given 
by  Simon  a  relative  of  hers  and  probably  an  occupant  of 
the  same  house  with  herself,  Mary  showed  her  love  for  her 
Lord  by  bathing  his  weary  head  and  his  travel-worn  feet 
with  a  refreshing  ointment  so  costly  as  to  have  caused  even 
the  well-meaning  disciples  to  join  in,  or  at  least  assent  to, 
the  envious  rebuke  of  Judas. 

But  Jesus  rewarded  her  love  by  praise  higher  than  he 
ever  bestowed  upon  any  other  person,  saying,  Wheresoever 
this  Gospel  shall  be  preached  throughout  the  whole  world, 
this  also  that  she  hath  done  shall  be  spoken  of  for  a  memo- 
rial of  her. 

Mark  alone  of  the  evangelists  records  the  words  of  the 
text,  and  says  the  Saviour  said,  "  She  hath  done  what  she 
could :  she  is  come  aforehand  to  anoint  my  body  to  the 
burying." 

By  this  we  are  taught  what  kind  of  service  our  Saviour 
accepts  of  his  followers.  When  he  said  of  Mary,  She  hath 
done  what  she  could,  we  are  not  to  suppose  that  he  as- 
serted or  even  alluded  to  a  perfect  obedience  to  the  whole 
of  the  Divine  Law,  but  that  he  accepted  her  love  to  him- 
self personally  as  manifested  by  her  self-forgetting  faith- 
fulness in  ministering  to  him.  There  are  many  who  long 
with  more  or  less  earnestness  for  some  way  by  which 
to  show  their  love  to  Christ  who  fail  to  find  it.  There  is 
no  reason  to  doubt  their  sincerity  when  they  say  that  they 
desire  this,  nor  the  fact  that  they  do  not  see  how  to  set 
themselves  to  work.  And  so  they  spend  their  lives  bur- 
dened with  the  feeling  for  which  there  is  but  too  much  rea- 


son,  that  they  are  accomplishing  but  little  if  anything  for 
their  Master.  They  are  waiting  for  some  opening  where 
they  can  see  their  way  clear  at  once  to  great  usefulness  or 
they  mourn  over  their  want  of  ability  and  think  that  if  they 
had  greater  natural  gifts  or  enjoyed  the  advantages  of 
greater  social  position,  or  wealth,  or  learning  they  could  do 
something  for  their  Lord. 

The  text  teaches  us  that  service  acceptable  to  Christ  is 
open  to  all.  The  standard  is  one  within  the  reach  of  all. 
His  praise  was  bestowed  not  upon  one  who  had  performed 
a  deed  requiring  learning  or  genius,  or  great  power  of 
any  kind,  but  upon  one  who  had  done  luhat  she  could.  And 
3^et  such  service  requires  earnest  devotion  and  a  spirit  of 
sacrifice.  It  is  vain  to  expect  to  do  what  we  can  without  a 
willingness  to  meet  obstacles  and  overcome  them  and  more 
than  all  must  there  be  such  a  devotion  to  Him  whom  we 
would  serve  as  to  lead  us  to  count  all  things  but  loss  for  the 
excellency  of  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord. 

I  am  about  to  present  to  you  some  facts  and  to  attempt 
to  set  forth  some  traits  in  the  character  of  one  who  has  re- 
cently passed  from  us  which  may  be  an  incentive  and  an 
encouragement  to  those  who  desire  to  work  for  Christ. 

She  of  whom  I  speak  was  one  who  without  the  aid  of 
wealth  or  any  adventitious  circumstances  but  by  force  of  a 
character  formed  and  inspired  by  the  grace  of  God  made 
her  life  tell  for  good  to  her  fellowmen  and  to  the  cause 
of  Christ. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Hutchins  was  born  in  the  neighbor- 
ing town  of  Warren,  November  21,  1832.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Cyrus  Hutchins,  M.  D.,  and  Mary  Knight 
Hutchins,  and  was  one  of  eleven  children,  most  of  whom 
are  still  living.  Her  childhood  was  spent  in  Ware  and  in 
Warren,  in  the  schools  of  which  towns,  and  at  Westfield 
Academy,  she  received  her  education.  She  came  to  this 
place  to  reside  permanently  in  1855,  soon  after  the  death 
of  her  father.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  she  commenced 
teaching  ;  but  for  several  years  was  engaged  in  this  occu- 


pation  only  a  part  of  the  time, — sometimes  -interrupted  by 
delicate  health,  and  sometimes  finishing  a  term  in  a  difficult 
school  where  others  had  failed.  In  September,  1861,  she 
took  the  place  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  Miss  Lawton 
and  has  continued  in  charge  of  the  same  school,  with  two 
brief  seasons  of  rest,  till  her  labors  were  suddenly  termi- 
nated last  Summer  by  violent  and  as  it  has  proved,  fatal 
disease.  She  made  a  public  profession  of  religion  in  this 
place,  November  i,  1857,  and  may  be  considered  as  one  of 
the  first  fruits  of  the  precious  revival  of  the  following  year, 
though  at  the  time  of  her  conversion  there  was  no  general 
religious  interest.  She  died  after  a  long  and  painful  sickness 
on  the  6th  inst,  (February,  1869),  having  cherished  hopes 
of  recovery  till  almost  the  very  close  of  her  life. 

It  will  at  once  be  seen  that  hers  was  a  life  not  marked  by 
any  striking  events  worthy  in  themselves  of  notice  or  rec- 
ord, but  just  such  a  life  in  its  circumstances  as  is  within 
the  reach  of  all  and  as  is  the  lot  of  many. 

As  a  teacher  Miss  Hutchins  was  best  known  to  the  com- 
munity at  large ;  how  favorably  known  I  need  not  say.  It 
was  not  uncommon  for  those  who  had  friends  from  abroad 
visiting  them  to  take  them  to  her  school  as  the  most  inter- 
esting object  which  the  village  afforded.  Her  associate 
teachers  will  be  as  ready  as  any  to  own  that  she  stood  first 
among  them  as  a  teacher  of  little  children.  She  had  the 
ability  to  teach  and  to  govern  any  of  our  schools  ever  taught 
by  women  but  could  not  be  persuaded  to  give  up  her  loved 
little  ones  for  more  advanced  or  older  pupils.  But  because 
her  scholars  were  young  she  did  not  feel  that  she  could  dis- 
pense with  thoroughness  in  their  instruction.  I  presume 
that  few  parents  of  her  scholars  have  escaped  their  criticisms 
in  regard  to  the  pronunciation  or  use  of  words  upon  which 
she  had  drilled  them.  Her  discipHne  was  peculiar  for  she 
could  allow  her  little  ones  the  largest  liberty  and  yet  retain 
complete  control  over  them,  so  that  from  the  highest  glee 
in  which  they  might  be  indulged  for  relaxation  they  would 
be  brought  into  the  most  perfect  order  by  a  word.     Always 


familiar  with  her  pupils  she  was  always  lady-like,  proving 
that  children  are  not  repelled  by  true  grace  and  refinement 
of  manners.  In  short  she  was  a  model  teacher,  and  yet 
not  one  who  could  be  successfully  imitated  in  her  specific 
modes  of  action,  for  she  did  many  things  in  her  school  most 
advantageously  which  if  others  should  try  to  imitate  they 
would  be  almost  sure  to  fail,  but  in  her  enthusiastic  devotion 
to  her  work,  her  fidelity  and  the  high  aims  which  she  set 
before  herself  in  it,  she  was  not  only  worthy  of  imitation, 
but  must  be  followed  by  those  who  would  achieve  marked 
success  in  the  same  calling. 

The  religious  life  and  character  of  Miss  Hutchins  is 
that  for  which  she  is  best  worthy  of  being  remembered,  and 
for  which  her  memory  will  be  most  sacredly  cherished.  It 
is  not  enough  to  say  of  her  that  she  carried  her  religion  into 
every  sphere  of  action  in  which  she  moved,  though  this 
was  true.  It  is  not  probable  to  my  mind  that  she  would 
ever  have  gained  the  eminent  position  as  a  teacher  which 
she  did  but  under  the  influence  of  her  religious  convictions. 
She  saw  in  those  entrusted  to  her  care  not  only  those  whose 
temporal  welfare  she  could  promote,  but  those  whose  eternal 
destinies  she  might,  under  God,  be  instrumental  in  shaping. 

But  while  religion  should  be  carried  into  all  the  secular 
affairs  of  life,  it  has  also  a  place  of  its  own,  and  by  itself 
The  kingdom  of  Christ  has  claims  upon  every  Christian 
for  direct  labors  in  its  behalf  This  idea  Miss  Hutchins 
understood  and  acted  upon.  She  was  not  satisfied  with 
laboring  conscientiously  in  her  daily  calling,  or  even  with 
carrying  the  spirit  of  her  Master  into  her  common  inter- 
course with  those  about  her.  She  felt  that  she  had  specific 
work  to  do  for  the  salvation  of  souls  and  for  the  prosperity 
of  Christ's  kingdom.  In  addition  to  her  labors  in  school 
she  usually  taught  in  the  Sabbath-school.  She  rarely  failed 
of  being  present  at  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  or  at  any 
public  religious  service,  and  in  addition  generally  devoted 
one  and  often  two  evenings  a  week  to  more  private  gather- 
ings for  social  prayer. 


Let  any  Christians  who  do  not  find  enjoyment  or  edifica- 
tion in  the  prayer-meeting  take  notice.  Those  who  love 
social  prayer  will  find  or  make  opportunities  for  it.  It  will 
be  a  sad  reflection  upon  their  spiritual  condition  if  they  can 
find  none  with  whom  they  can  have  Christian  fellowship, 
and  in  proportion  as  they  enjoy  this  will  they  be  sure  to 
avail  themselves  of  all  the  appointed  means  of  grace  within 
their  reach. 

The  Christian  activity  of  Miss  Hutchins  was  in  a  special 
manner  exhibited  during  the  revival  of  last  Spring.  Before 
there  was  any  public  manifestation  of  special  interest  she 
gave  up  her  intermission  upon  the  Sabbath  and  remained 
at  the  Church  for  personal  conversation  with  those  whom 
she  could  not  well  see  elsewhere,  and  when  she  perceived 
that  her  years  of  prayer  were  being  answered  in  some  de- 
gree, she  was  more  than  ever  burdened  with  a  desire  for  the 
salvation  of  souls.  She  went  from -house  to  house  visiting 
even  those  with  whom  she  had  little  or  no  previous  acquaint- 
ance, remained  after  school  to  pray  with  and  counsel  chil- 
dren who  wished  it,  embraced  every  opportunity  for  personal 
conversation  with  the  impenitent,  reported  cases  of  interest 
to  her  pastor,  came  to  him  to  ask  what  advice  to  give  to  in- 
quirers, and  when  all  was  done,  rather  while  doing  all  this, 
spent  much  time  in  prayer,  not  only  for  individuals  with 
whom  she  conversed,  but  for  those  to  whom  she  had  not 
access  and  who  probably  to  this  day  do  not  know  that  she 
ever  took  any  interest  in  their  spiritual  welfare.  There 
are  many  such,  heads  of  families  and  others  whom  she  daily 
remembered  personally  with  earnest  pleadings  at  the  throne 
of  grace. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  these  multiform  labors  with 
all  the  anxiety  they  involved  were  too  much  for  her 
strength  and  prepared  the  way  in  some  measure  for  the 
disease  which  terminated  fatally,  though  of  this  we  have  no 
knowledge  ;  but  even  could  she  have  foreseen  such  a  result, 
I  doubt  whether  she  would  have  abated  her  exertions  for 
they  were  put  forth  in  accordance  with  her  earnest  purpose 


to  give  her  body  a  living  sacrifice  to  her  Lord.  They  at 
least  justify  us  in  applying  to  her  the  words  of  her  Master, 
and  saying  :  She  hath  done  what  she  could. 

But  let  no  one  suppose  that  I  am  drawing  the  portrait  of 
a  fanatic,  least  of  all  of  an  ascetic.  The  zeal  which  Miss 
Hutchins  manifested  in  the  service  of  Christ  was  regulated 
by  tact  and  sound  judgment,  so  that  no  one  ever  felt  it  to 
be  out  of  place.  With  an  unbounded  flow  of  spirits,  she 
was  the  life  of  the  social  circle,  where  often  her  voice  would 
rise  high  above  all  others  in  pleasantry  and  mirth,  and  by 
this  she  honored  God  as  well  as  by  her  devotion. 

The  last  time  that  I  saw  her  out  of  doors  she  greeted  me 
with  cheerful  words  and  her  ringing  laugh  which  made  me 
think  of  her  days  of  health  and  strongly  hope  that  those 
days  were  returning,  (how  fresh  they  are  in  memory  now  !) 
but  it  is  only  in  memory. 

"And  O  for  the  touch  of  a  vanished  hand, 
And  the  sound  of  a  voice  that  is  still." 

But  it  shall  be  heard  again  blending  with  the  songs  of  the 
Redeemed, — not  till  then  ! 

I  have  thus  far  dwelt  upon  the  outer  life  of  our  departed 
friend  and  would  fain  give  a  clear  view  of  the  sources 
whence  it  derived  its  strength  and  beauty.  For  the  means 
of  doing  so  in  any  degree  I  am  indebted  to  others  with 
whom  she  was  on  terms  of  the  most  intimate  Christian 
fellowship,  and  time  will  allow  me  to  avail  myself  here  of 
only  a  part  of  the  materials  at  my  disposal. 

According  to  the  date  already  given,  Miss  Hutchins  made 
a  public  profession  of  her  faith  in  Christ  twelve  years  ago 
last  November.  I  do  not  remember  that  there  was  any- 
thing peculiar  in  her  experience  at  the  time  of  her  conver- 
sion, except,  perhaps,  an  unusual  earnestness  of  purpose  ; 
nor  would  it  generally  be  supposed  that  conversion  would 
produce  much  change  in  the  habits  and  character  of  one  so 
pure  and  blameless,  according  to  the  common  standards  of 
social  life.     And  yet  there  was  a  change,  thorough  and  far- 
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reaching  in  its  influence.  Before  this  change  she  had  a 
decided  taste  for  gayeties  and  amusements,  which  the  world 
are  wont  to  call  "innocent,"  but  which  she  could  only  char- 
acterize as  "contemptible"  after  she  had  learned  the  higher 
and  purer  joys  of  faith  and  devotion. 

I  had  no  evidence  that  the  first  few  years  of  her  Christian 
life  were  marked  by  unusual  activity,  but  have  since  learned 
that  she  was  even  then  earnestly  embracing  every  opportu- 
nity for  usefulness,  and  carefully  studying  the  problems  of 
Christian  experience  ;  for  her  Christian  character  was  built 
up,  first,  by  a  prayerful  study  of  the  Word  of  God.  Her 
Bible  shows  this  in  itself;  for  though  not  indiscriminately 
marked,  there  are  many  passages  which  are,  and  they  are 
such  as  point  to  the  very  springs  of  true  Christian  expe- 
rience, and  such  as  were  in  a  special  manner  reproduced  in 
her  life  and  conversation. 

Thus  her  view  of  amusements  doubtless  received  confir- 
mation by  the  passage  which  she  marked, — "She  that  liveth 
in  pleasure  is  dead  while  she  liveth."  The  margins  of  the 
leaves  of  her  Bible  are  thickly  set  with  remarks,  original 
and  quoted,  that  show  clear  appreciation  of  truths  which 
would  not  be  suggested  to  the  mind  of  a  superficial  thinker. 
Indeed,  she  made  a  j'/z/^/j' of  everything  relating  to  Christian 
duty  and  experience  ;  and  I  was  particularly  struck  by  one 
of  her  pencilled  notes  as  to  the  need  of  making  a  "study  of 
prayer."  I  find  among  the  very  few  papers  which  she  left 
what  seems  to  have  been  a  prayer  for  young  converts,  with 
references  to  the  Scriptures  and  to  other  writings,  which 
must  have  been  the  result  of  much  thought  and  labor. 

Another  mainspring  of  her  devoted  life  was  her  jealousy 
for  the  honor  of  Christ  and  his  cause.  Jesus  Christ  was 
in  deed  as  well  as  by  profession  her  Lord  and  her  God. 
Her  hopes  were  founded  upon  the  belief  that  "God  who 
commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness  had  shined 
into  her  heart,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ."  She  dwelt  much 
and  earnestly  upon  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  "abiding 
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in  Christ,"  and  of  the  experimental  knowledge  of  that  life 
which  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God. 

She  loved  to  ascribe  all  to  Christ,  and  to  trust  all  to  him. 
Some  of  the  preserved  sayings  of  herself,  and  others  like 
them,  show  the  current  of  her  thoughts  :  "  God  will  deal 
with  man  not  according  to  his  own  character,  but  according 
to  the  relation  he  bears  to  Jesus  Christ."  "  Faith  is  reli- 
ance upon  Christ  for  salvation  manifested  by  appropriate 
action."  Under  the  passage,  (Romans  10:4,)  "  Christ  is  the 
end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  be- 
lieveth."  She  writes,  "  Christ  has  in  my  stead  satisfied  all 
the  demands  of  the  law.  He  has  abolished  the  law  as  a 
ground  of  justification  by  fulfilling  every  one  of  its  demands. 

Her  jealousy  for  the  honor  of  Christ's  cause  showed  it- 
self in  a  way  to  be  held  up  as  an  example  to  all.  She  was 
never  known  by  her  most  intimate  friends  to  speak  of  the 
faults  of  Christians,  real  or  supposed,  by  way  of  criticism, 
but  looking  upon  them  only  as  possible  hindrances  to  the 
cause  of  Christ  was  wont  to  carry  them  to  Him  in  earnest 
prayer  that  no  such  result  might  follow  them.  To  the  end 
that  Christ  might  be  honored  she  desired  that  Christians 
might  scrupulously  regard  the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath.  Her 
wish  for  the  growth  and  usefulness  of  young  Christians  has 
been  referred  to,  and  she  dwelt  much  upon  the  backward- 
ness of  older  Christians  to  watch  over  them.  Her  conse- 
cration to  her  Master's  work  is  indicated  by  this  marked 
passage  in  the  Bible  :  (Philippians  i.  20,)  "According  to  my 
earnest  expectation  and  my  hope,  that  in  nothing  I  shall  be 
ashamed,  but  that  with  all  boldness,  as  always,  so  now  also 
Christ  shall  be  magnified  in  my  body,  whether  it  be  by  life 
or  by  death  ;"  and  by  this  upon  a  blank  leaf  of  one  of  her 
books  :  "  Remember  that  the  way  of  faith  requires  a  com- 
plete detachment  from  all  external  aids  so  far  as  they  are 
substitutes  for  God,  and  so  far  as  our  dependence  upon  them 
is  a  substitute  for  doing  His  will. 

Remember  that  you  are  wanting  to  God  so  often  as 
you  hesitate  to  sacrifice  to  Him  everything.     His  service 
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consists  neither  in  words,  nor  vague  sentiments,  nor 
in  sensible  affections,  nor  in  beautiful  imaginations,  nor 
in  great  thoughts,  nor  even  in  good  works.  Self-renuncia- 
tion for  God's  sake  is  the  entrance  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
into  the  heart."     And  this  : — 

"  Live,  live  to  God's  glory,  the  only  true  life, 
And  then  every  moment  with  bliss  shall  be  rife." 

These  sentiments  were  not  adopted  by  her  as  vague  gen- 
eralities which  should  guide  others,  but  they  were  rules  of 
action  for  herself,  and  those  most  intimate  with  her  cannot 
recall  the  instance  where  in  regard  to  any  sacrifice  or  any- 
thing desirable  to  be  done  by  Christians  she  plead  that 
though  it  ought  to  be  done  she  was  not  the  one  to  do  it. 
It  seemed  to  be  clear  to  her  mind  that  there  was  a  way  to 
do  whatever  ought  to  be  done,  and  acknowledging  the 
"  ought,"  her  prayerful  inquiry  was  "  how." 

I  will  only  add  that,  as  might  be  supposed,  she  who 
endeavored  to  form  her  life  upon  such  principles  cherished 
a  constant  sense  of  the  nearness  of  eternal  things. 

She  labored  and  prayed  for  the  salvation  of  those  about 
her  as  for  those  whose  eternal  salvation  or  loss  might 
at  any  moment  become  an  unalterable  reality.  Had  she 
known  for  the  last  two  years  of  her  life  the  day  of  her 
death,  I  do  not  know  how  she  could  have  done  more  or 
prayed  with  more  earnestness  and  constancy  for  the  cause 
of  her  Master  and  of  souls  than  she  has  done.  Though 
rejoicing  in  the  work  of  the  spirit  among  us  last  Spring 
she  was  not  for  a  moment  satisfied,  for  she  still  saw  many 
whose  conversion  she  longed  and  prayed  for  yet  out  of 
Christ,  and  she  continued  to  her  latest  consciousness  to 
pray  that  these  might  be  brought  into  the  kingdom,  and  I 
believe  that  her  desire  to  live  which  she  manifested  in  her 
last  sickness  was  more  than  for  anything  else,  that  she 
might  see  the  answer  to  her  prayers  which  she  believed 
would  be  granted.  Her  love  of  life  certainly  did  not  spring 
from  fear  of  death.     Of  this  she  spoke  calmly,  giving  as- 
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surance  of  her  peace  with  God  and  her  wilhngness  to  be  at 
his  disposal. 

A  marked  passage  in  one  of  her  books  is  this  :  "  Oh  ! 
how  sweet  it  will  be  when  our  journey  of  love  is  ended,  and 
we  plunge  into  the  ocean  fulness  of  the  God  of  love  for 
all  eternity  ! " 

And  these  familiar  lines  are  again  and  again  written 
upon  the  blank  leaves  of  her  Bible. 

"  One  sweetly  solemn  thought,  comes  to  me  o'er  and  o'er, 
I  am  nearer  my  home  to-day,  than  I  have  ever  been  before ; 
Nearer  my  Father's  home,  where  the  many  mansions  be. 
Near  the  great  white  throne,  nearer  the  crystal  sea ; 
Nearer  the  bound  of  life,  where  we  lay  our  burdens  down, 
Nearer  leaving  the  cross,  nearer  gaining  my  crown  ! " 

Such  a  life  is  a  signal  triumph  of  grace.  The  death  of 
such  an  one  is  triumphant  even  though  it  come  to  one  as  it 
did  to  our  dear  departed  sister,  with  body  too  enfeebled  and 
mind  too  clouded  by  disease,  to  allow  of  her  raising  the  song 
of  victory  on  earth.  Her  share  in  that  song  above  is  assured 
beyond  any  reasonable  doubt.  And  now  it  is  for  us  to  learn 
what  our  Lord  would  say  to  us  by  this  afflictive  Providence. 

The  Church  of  Christ  in  this  place  has  lost  one  of  its 
most  efficient  workers,  but  she  has  been  taken  from  us  by 
one  who  loves  His  Church,  and  can  make  even  such  a  loss 
a  blessing.  We  have  still  her  example  and  her  prayers 
which  are  recorded  on  high.     We  see — 

First.  What  can  be  done  by  real  consecration  of  one's  self 
to  Christ.  That  Miss  Hutchins  had  some  peculiar  natural 
gifts  is  not  to  be  denied  ;  so  has  almost  every  one,  and  it  is 
required  of  us  not  according  to  what  we  have  not,  but  ac- 
cordding  to  what  we  have,  if  there  be  first  a  willing  mind. 

We  are  only  asked  to  do  what  we  can  for  Jesus,  but  the 
trouble  is  that  we  think  we  are  doing  this  when  we  are 
making  no  earnest  effort,  when  our  consecration  is  only 
partial,  when  we  offer  only  cold  and  formal  prayers,  when 
we  read  the  word  of  God  superficially  without  deep  study 
and  prayer,  when  we  shirk  unpleasant  duty,  when  we  allow 
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our  own  happiness  to  take  the  place  in  our  motives  which 
belongs  to  the  glory  of  God  alone.  Not  thus  shall  we  ever 
gain  from  our  Lord,  or  even  from  our  own  consciences  the 
assurance  that  we  have  done  what  we  could. 

Secondly.  The  life  and  death  of  our  departed  sister  ap- 
^-C.  -P«afed-  especially  to  those  who  by  her  instrumentality  were 
brought  to  Christ.  Who,  or  how  many  these  are  can  only 
be  known  at  the  Great  Day.  Some  such  there  are,  and  you 
owe  it  to  her  as  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  imitate  her  ex- 
ample, and  to  see  to  it  that  her  labors  and  prayers  in  your 
behalf  fail  not  through  your  unfaithfulness. 

Thirdly.  We  appeal  to  those  whom  she  sought  to  lead  to 
Christ  and  for  whom  she  so  earnestly  prayed  and  who  have 
not  yet  bowed  their  hearts  to  the  Saviour.  Here  are  many 
who  have  received  instruction  from  her  in  the  public  and 
the  Sabbath-school  as  children  who  may  be  sure  that  she 
has  plead  for  every  one  of  them  at  a  throne  of  grace,  and 
many  not  children,  who,  when  they  recall  her  affectionate 
interest  in  their  spiritual  welfare,  cannot  plead  that  no  one 
has  cared  for  their  souls  as  an  excuse  for  neglect  of  duty. 

Finally,  this  church  stands  to-day  in  a  position  of  in- 
creased responsibility  laid  upon  them  by  the  faithfulness 
and  the  devotion  of  her  whom  God  has  taken  from  them. 
Are  all  her  prayers  yet  unanswered  to  remain  so  .^  Not  if 
we  are  faithful  to  our  trusts. 

God  seems  to  be  dealing  with  us  as  a  church  in  a  pecuhar 
manner,  taking  from  us  those  of  all  ages  and  in  different 
spheres  of  usefulness.  Are  we  not  only  to  bury  their  life- 
less remains  out  of  sight,  but  also,  by  our  worldliness  and 
want  of  faith,  to  extinguish  the  light  of  their  example,  and 
the  influence  of  their  lives  for  good }  Then  will  the  loss 
to  the  cause  of  Christ  be  great  indeed. 

But  we  cannot  doubt  that  we  may  so  take  up  and  vitalize 
the  influence  of  the  departed  by  our  consecration  and  faith, 
that  all  that  they  have  done  for  their  Master  in  their  lives 
shall  be  surpassed  by  the  power  for  good  exerted  by  their 
cherished  examples  and  their  blessed  memories. 


